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VISITATION TO THE JEWS. 



TO THE SEED OF ABRAHAM AND HOUSE OF ISRAEL, 
AFTER THE FLESH, FAITH, HOPE AND CHARITY: 
GRACE, MERCY AND PEACE BE REVEALED AND 
MULTIPLIED IN THE MIDST OF YOU. 



WITH A 



CONCLUDING ADDRESS 

TO THOSE CALLED CHRISTIANS. 



BY WILLIAM PENN. 



The affectionate counsel and sound reasoning contained in this Tract are not 
only well worthy the serious consideration of the Jews, but may prove strength- 
ening to professing Christians, to whom the writer has also given some importo 
ant counsel and warning, pointing out the way by which the great work of the 
soul's salvation is to be experienced, and true comfort and happiness here and 
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A VISITATION TO THE JEWS.^ 



jVIaNY times have you been fresli in my rem 
brance, witli tender compassion and strong cries toC 
■God of your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, that 
the time of your captivity may come to an end, and that 
of your dehverance, yea the set time to favour you, 
may make haste, who were the natural brandies broken 
off through unbelief, and which by faitli may come 
again to be engrafted, through the circumcisioh made 
without hands, that the hope of the promise made to 
your fathers may be manifested among you. Know ye, 
that so soon as I had looked over the* foregoing trea- 
tise in manuscript, and observed it related to you as 
well as to Christians, it came in my mind to take this 
opportunity to begin the expression of that concern 
which hath for some time rested with me in your re- 
gard. And easily foreseeing the objection you ' might 
be apt to make upon the pains and good will of the 
^author of the said discourse, I fell great cleamessto 



the New Testament writings, any more than we have 
to deny the authority of the Old, in which you so 
firmly believe, it is as reasonable in us to expect you 
should receive the authority of the New, as that we 
should embrace the authority of the Old. For what 
have you to justify the truth of those WTltings but the 
impossibility of so many people's consenting to delude 
themselves, and being able and so wicked to impose 
upon their posterity a fiction about the great and im- 
portant matters of immortality ? 

For the miracles recorded in the Old Testament 
Scriptures, are aa much above reason, and conse- 
qoently as incredible to worldly men, as the miracles 
recorded in the New Testament Scriptures, so that the 
authority you have for the Old Testament writings is 
the truth and credibility of their tradition. This, we 
say, we also have for ours. How could so many men 
that you have not taxed with ill lives, or atheistical 
principles, agree together to put so. great an imposture 
upon the world, as the pen-men of the New I'esta- 
ment writings must needs have done, if wiiat they 
write were fictions? You cannot deny, but that there 
was such a man as Jesus, and that lie was put to 
death by your fathers, though pretended as a male- 
factor, and that he had followers, and that those fol- 
lowers of his asserted and maintained the doctrine of 
their master. Where is there any confutation of what 
is affirmed of the deeds and doctrines of Jesua by his 
writers, in the whole body of your antiquity, that he 
wrought none of the miracles said to be wrought by 
him? 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, were men, and 
some of them lived not the periods of mortality, the 
two first being reported to have been put to deadi for 
their master's doctrines, and so died before their time, 
by which means many of that generation out-lived 
them. How comes it, that while they were alive, 
their writings were not confuted, when it stood those I 



Jews so much upon to do it ? Historians make Jes^S 
to have wrought his miracles, not in secret, but among 
tbe multitudes, as his feeding Hve thousand at one 
time, (Mat. xv, 30, 38, 39;) and five thousand at 
another time, with that which would have satislied but 
R few persons, (Mat. xiv. 14 — 21 ;) so that you have 
more than their authority for what tliey say; for that 
is an appeal to other witness, by which means hia 
enemies had it in their power to have confuted them 
in their days, if not true. But especially in the noted 
places, as of the man born blind, (John ix. 1.) The 
lepers cleansed, (Luke xvii. 13, 13, 14.) The pos- 
sessed with devils, (Mat, ix. 32.) And the man with 
a withered hand, (Mai. xii. 10, 13.) The daughter 
of Jairus by name, one of your rulers, whom he raised 
to life, (Luke viii. 41, iQ, 51 j) also the raising of 
Lazarus from the dead, af^r he had lain four days in 
the grave, and so many Jews said to be by, seeing the 
miracle, (John xi.,17, 36, 43 ;) his turning water into 
wine at a marriage, (John a. 7, 8, 10 ;) the conference 
with the woman of Samaria at Jacob's well, (John iv.) 
The healing the Centurion's servant, (Mat, viii. 5, 
13;) and the High Priest's servant's ear after it was 
cutoff, &c. ("jtuAe xxii. 50, 51.) We may add the 
Story of Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist, the 
fore-runner of Jesus Christ, (Luke i. ;} and of the 
soldiers parting his garments among them, (John xix. 
23.) And that a bone of him was not broken, (John 
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add, the passage of the shqiherds, to whom the angeb 
appeared*by night, to bring them the good tidings of 
the birth of Christ, and with the angel a heavenly 
host praising God, (Luke ii, 8.) And the wise men 
that came out of the east to worship him, (Mat. ii.) 
and of the star that then appeared, (Mat, ii. 9, 10,) 
ti-om which a rehgious and learned man at Cambridge, 
by the common and regular rules of art, proves by me 
disposition, harmony, and voice of the celestial bodies, 
that the Messiah was at that time to come, and that 
Jesus was the Messiah.* Also bis sending some of 
his disciples in so extraordinary a manner to fetch the 
ass's colt. (Mark xi. 1, 6.) And to take o. room for 
him to eat the passover, and the owners' immediate 
submission as to their great Lord and proprietor, with 
abundance move, as his conferences with the Pharigees, 
Sadducees, &c. in which his writers make him so visibly 
and convincingly to have the better of ihem. (Mark 
xiv. 12, 16.) And that he cured a man who had been 
lame thirty-eight years. (John v. 2, 5, 9.) And another 
man also cured by two of his disciples, Peter and John, 
who had been lame from his mother's womb, and sat 
begging at the gate of the temple called be.iutiful. 
(Acts iii. 1, 8.) I say, that these things, if they had 
been false, your ancestors, to have justified themselves, 
would certainly not have been so, wanting to their own 
credit, as not to have made it a reason against the cre- 
dibility of Christianity, to the followers of Ciirist or bid 
apostles, since so many were taken with them. But 
nothing in any of your anliquities undertakes to shew, 
that those historians have imposed upon the world, in 
the account they give of the life, doctrines, and mirai- 
cles of their master. Had they done it, we had heard 
of it among our Evangelists, that before, I observe, 
reported the objections and endeavours of your ance&- 




tors to smother the credit of his resuiYection. B.ut a 
they said to his mighty deeda, that they report was, 
that by Beelzebub he cast out devils. 

It is true, above 200 years after, Tryphon the Jew, 
and Celsus the Gentile caviled at the Christian religion, 
and at the meanness of the appearance and manner of 
Christ's coming, rather opposing his miracles with 
miracles, to abate his authority, than disproving of 
them. But they were answered at large by Jussinand 
Origen, But not one word of the aforesaid adversaries 
giving this account, namely : — 

That whereas the followers of Jesus affirm, be cured 
the blind and lame, and particularly the daughter of 
Jairus, and dispossessed evil spirits, and suffered them 
to enter into a herd of swine, and that the swine ran 
down a steep hill into the sea, and that thereupon the 
Gadarenes desired him to quit their coasts. Also about 
turning water into wine at the marriage. Feeding the 
multitudes. Curing the high priest's servant's ear, &c. 
And that we have inquired about these and other mat- 
ters, and find them impious, confidently imposed upon 
BJJly people by the followers and partners of the said 
Jesus. 

But where can you shew us audi a certificate or 
contradiction to what is asserted by his historians, writ 
in that age, and authentically proved, against the au- 
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Jesus bids the women weep for themselves and their 
children, because of the distresses that should fall upon 
Jerusalem and that people ; that though to be barren 
was a sort of curse under the law, yet they should bless 
the womb that never bare, and the paps that never gave 
suck, because of the woes and distresses that should 
come upon the childing daughters of Jerusalem. And 
indeed the way your fathers took to save themselves 
(not being guided by God's counsel,) proved the very 
means of their destruction; for as they unreasonably 
feared the Romans, crying, the Romans will come and 
take away our country, and made that a reason to put 
Jesus to death, that he was an enemy to Caesar, to 
soften Caesar to them, so the innocent blood of Jesus, 
by the judgment of God, hastened the coming of the 
Romans, and the obstinacy with which they resisted 
the Romans, who would have preserved the city, and 
temple, and people, and offered them so to do, would 
I they submit, proved the destruction of the nation, as 
'; Josephus, a Jewish historian confesseth ; so that if our 
tradition, which makes your ancestors to curse them- 
selves and their posterity, saying to Pilate, his blood 
i be on us and our children, were not true in fact. The 
dreadful things that followed, to wit, the unparalleled 
miseries that people fell by, in that historian expressed, 
and the long captivity they have lain under ever since, 
has been as great and terrible as if they had put the 
Son of God to death. And indeed if you did but con- 
sider how very like to Christ's parable of the vineyard, 
Luke XX. 9, your ancestors' case was, it should incline 
you to believe in that holy preacher of it, viz. that 
after the tenants had beaten and stoned their lord's 
servants, he sent his son, and they conspired and 
killed him, and what miseries those servants drew upon 
themselves thereby, which the scripture says they under- 
stood Christ to have spoken of them. And comparing 
the miserable exit and dismal period your nation made 
soon after, how can you but think he was sent of God, 
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and that by sucli doctrine he warned them of what 
bastening upon them, and that hitting their case 
exactly, as to their ancestors, and their sins, and the 
foretelling by that very parable, not only his own death, 
but their end and judgment, as he did afterwards more 
directly in the two before-cited prophecies; and since 
that your fathers at that time expected the Messiah, 
and yet tlien were destroyed, instead of being restored 
by the Messiah, should you not consider if it were not 
so, because of their not knowing, but destroying him, 
when he came ? I know you think (and that misled 
your fathers) that the Messiah should be known of all 
men, and come with an outward irresistible power, and 
by force overcome all the enemies, and redeem you, 
and subject them, and that the whole earth sJiould 
flow in unto him as a mighty monarch of this world, 
But what then will you do with the liii. of Isaiah, and 
divers other places of the Prophets, that so particularly 
£nd pathetically relate to the passion of the Messiah, 
.Ilow he should suffer, &c? What Holy One was that 
(which came so near, and yet) was not to see corrup- 
Honi (Psalm xvi 10.) What Shepherd was that, 
•which being smitten, the sheep were scattered, though 
he be called God's fellow ? fZocA. xiii. 7, 10.) Who 
Was he that was to be for a snare and stone of stumb- 
ling, and a rock of offence to the inhabitants ol' Jeru- 
salem? fisaia/iy'm. li.) But this was their sti 
ling stone and rock of offence ; (Romans ix. 32, 
Ihev mistook thp manner of his anneapanne i ihev 




Those that were destroyed by Titus Vespasian, you 

will easily conceive were not qualified to embrace the 
true Messiah : had they feared God, and walked in his 
statutes and his judgments, had they had hearts of 
flesh and not of stone, they had not been so cast oS'; 
they had not been destroyed as they were, but would 
have known him that they rejected, to have been the 
Messiah. that you would deeply weigh that terrible 
period, and lamentable and distinguishing judgment 
upon you as a nation, by the hands of the Romans, 
and what it is that could provoke God to such an as- 
tonishing stroke upon his once beloved people, if it 
coidd be any thing short of resisting his greatest mes- 
senger, his Messiah, the Christ and Son of God, for 
he hath not deait so in all respects with any people. 
And while you thus resist, you will resist your own 
mercies, for at this door you must come in, before the 
glorious prophecies and promises, that relate to you, 
are accomplished to you; and I hope the day is at 
hand. Consider with yourselves what sort of Messiah 
was to come according to the Scriptures, and how far 
the life, doctrine, &c. of our Saviour, accords to hira ; 
concerning which, I shall now hint but that one place 
of Isaiah, chap. Ixi. 1, 2, 3. on which our New Testa- 
ment Scripture says, Jesus, opening the book, ex- 
pounded it to the people, touching the work and oiSce 
of the Messiah, viz. The Spirit of the Lord God is 
upon me, because the Lord hath anointed me to preach 
good tidings to the meek ; he hath sent me to bind up 
the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison to them that are bound ; 
to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the 
day of vengeance of our God. To comfort all that 
mourn ; to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion ; to 
give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for 
mourning ; the garment of praise for the spirit of Jiea- 
viness, that they might be called the trees of righte- 
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the planting of the Lord, that lie might be 
glorified. 

By which it appears, that the Inward work was to 
go first, and the end cannot be known where the be- 
ginning is rejected ; consider with youreelves, I beseech 
you, how this character agrees with that carnal notion 
your fathers had, and yon have of the Messiah. 

This Messiah was a preacher, not a soldier, or a 
worldly conqueror, and liis work inward and spiritual ; 
and had your ancestors been true mourners, truly meek, 
of broken licarts, sensible of their servitude to the 
enemy of their own houses, (sin within) and had waited 
for such a consolation and deliverer, they could not 
have missed to have seen and received him. For his 
Sermon on the Mount (Malt, v.) had an exact har- 
mony with that prophecy, as also with the llth. chap, 
of Isaiah, because the doctrine he preached relates to 
the vanquishing of sin and evil appetites, and becoming 
pure and peaceable, meek, and harmless, and holy, in 
the sight of God and men, to which those prophecies 
relate ; if you will give yourselves the time to read 
his Sermons, you will see therein an exact draught of 
piety, and man met with in all his infirmities, being 
plainly and briefly laid open, and their proper reme- 
dies ; not like an impostor, which seeks himself, for 
he sought not his own glory, but denied it, and taught 
his followers so to (to, which cuts up by the roots the 
very motives and ends of all impostors. For, consider, 
his doctrine leads to repentance, humihty, meekness, 
purity, love, and charity, to the utmost that mankind 
is capable of; but if you will look back upon those 
that have pretended among you to be the Messiah, you 
shall not find them carried forth with sucli sort of 
doctrine, as well as that they had not that power and 
spirit. For, as Isaiah prophesied, he was of Jesse: 
he was an ensign to the people, the Gentiles sought 
to him, and his rest was glorious to them. (Isaiah 
xi. 10.) For you cannot but see the success that fol- 



lowed the disciples of Jesus ; how greatly they n 
plied, and what power they got over countries i 
kingdoms, and the courts and armies of princes j doc 
by arms and policy, hut piety and sufferings, -vrhilst 
you were driven away from your own land, and van* 
dered up and down in the earth. It is true indeed you 
may say, that Mahomet became great in his followers, 
yet we will not allow that greatness to his goodness. 
The case vastly differs; one's kingdom was of this 
world, the otiier's not ; one gained hia interest over 
the hearts of men, by the purity, patience, humility, 
mercy, and charity of his doctrine, the other by 
factions, and force. It is true, the Christians in ge- 
neral are much degenerated, to the scandal of religion; 
but this no more debases the value of the holy author 
of it, than your forefathers and your degenerating 
can question the reputation and truth of Moses your 
law-giver. 

And it is to be feared some terrible crisis is at hand, 
with reference to such parts of the Christian world, as 
have out-lived their religion ; I mean a true zeal and 
love for religion.* For they have crucified Christ afresh 
to themselves, by their shameless lives, and put Him 
and His holy religion to open shame, viz. to Jews and 
Infidels. Sad for them would it be, though well for 
you, if their fall should be your rise, as jour sad fall 
was their rise. Wherefore it is earnestly desired that 
Christians would repent and amend their lives, and le- 
turn to God with unfeigned hearts. I shall conclude 
to you, that as your fathers could never have fallen by 
so severe a hand as they have done, since the coming 
of Him, whom we believe to be the Messiah, had they 
been a godly people, of clean hearts and right spirits, 
waiting in God's way for deliverance ; so I do eamesdjr 
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desire of God in your behalf, tliat you may not lose the 
lidessing and comfort of your return, by an unprepared 
^ame of spirit to receive the divine goodness in the 
V^y of his visitations to you, If you will but turn in 
ur minds, and consider that His divine light shines 
you, and shews you the error and vanity of your 
%dnds and aiFections, and if you would but give up 
^urselves conscientiously to obey the same, ihrougn 
tiie course of your lives, you would become a. tender 
people, and discern the law of God, to be written in 
your hearts, which is nearer than that upon the stone 
■which Moses gave to your fathers ; and as by this in- 
jiard work of the Divine Spirit, you come to have your 
BnderBtandings opened, and minds seasoned, you will 

a sickly see where your fathers missed the mark,and what 
le true Messiah should be, and the work that belongs 
tD Him to do, in reference to your deliverance and sal- 
vation. And hear, and bear, this word, I beseech you, 
iiiom me ; you can never see, know, or have the happi- 
ness of the coming of the Messiah, till you come to a 
prepared irame of mind. You must repent of your 
sins, turn from them, and watch against all temptations, 
pot to commit them again ; and in this state and con- 
dition of mind and spirit, you will know a fitting, to 
receive and own the Messiah, and enjoy the blessed be- 
nefits that accrue by him, to all those that embrace Him. 
He did come sufTeringly, and will come triumphantly ; 
Unt those only can receive Him, and have the comfort 
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you and guide you to God's holy hill (as king David 
prayed, Psalm xliii,3,) you would not blame those called 
Christians, for acknowledging this Christ, to be God's 
Messiah ; but for the manifest disowning of Him by 
their evil lives, and contrary practices to his excellent 
precepts, that walk disorderly among them. Prepare 
therefore to meet thy God, O Israel ! Wash you, O 
house of Jacob! and make you clean ; put away the 
evil of your doings, and turn to the Lord your God, 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, that the 
Lord may turn away your captivity, as the rivers of the 
south. That your dry bones may live, and the hope 
that may be begotten again in you, God may answer, 
and he whom you look for will suddenly come, and will 
not tarry, and in such a way as shall abundantly satisfy 
you : and the fulness of the Gentiles shall flow in, and 
the glory of the God of your fathers shall be great over 
all the earth. 

Accept this small visitation as a token of love to you, 
the house of Jacob, and seed of Abraham, after the 
flesh ; for though the foregoing book was not writ on 
purpose to you (else it had been in a more direct and 
exact manner) but to shew the harmony of scriptures, 
chiefly in reference to Christ, for them that believe the 
writings of both Testaments for their edification and 
comfort ; yet as the accomplishment of some of the an- 
cient prophecies concerns you, you must needs be in- 
terested therein ; and the second preface and this ap- 
pendix are sent you, to entreat your perusal and serious- 
consideration of them. And the great God give you 
understanding, to discern the things that are therein 
mentioned, which concern your everlasting peace! 

AND NOW TO YOU CALLED CHRISTIANS, 

I direct the conclusion of this appendix ; you have 

been long privileged with the mercies of God, as much 

above the Jews since the death of Christ, as tl\Q Jews 



i ipere privileged above you under the dispensation rf i 
Moses, Be you warned by the dismal punishment of 
that people, that you fall not under the same sentence 
and judgment. I have often, of late time, sorrowfiilly 
reflected upon your great abuse of the manifold bless- 
ings of God; how little the generality of you have of 
the life and power of religion; how formal, covetous, 
proud, vain and uncharitable you are, being Christiana 
in name, but crucifying to yourselves afresh the Lord 
of life and glory, and putting Him, and His holy reli- 
gion to open shame, by your disagreeable lives to His 
heavenly precepts and examples ; whereby you do des- 
pite to the spirit of God, that would teach you to deny 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this present evil world. And 
so great and scandalous has the apostacy of many of 
you been, that Jews, Turks and Infidels, have been 
stumbled by your evil examples, against the holy name 
and religion you profess, which is acting the second 
part of the Jewish tragedy (you seem so much to 
abhor) upon the Saviour of the world. O hear, fear, 
and repent, lest you come to suffer the like judgment 
the Jews did. God has visited you in this age, Ijy the 
testimony of a poor people (especially in these nations) 
in the name and power of the second Adam, bearing 
witness to His second and spiritual appearance in man, 
to wit, as a light shining in the inward parts, who was, 
and is the light of the world, and in which light the 
nations of them that are saved must walk. To this you 
should have turned your minds, and brought your deeds 
and conformed your lives, which was the path, rule and 
armour, of the ancient Christians; but you have des- 
pised their testimony, and persecuted them for it,* and 
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slighted the light itself, calling it by many reproachful 
names, as did the Jews, when manifested in flesh among 
them. So that it has often been in my mind of late, 
and I have freely, on some public occasions, declared 
my fears, that as it is now about the same distance of 
time since the testimony of the coming of the Son of 
God in spirit in our day, as it was between the coming 
forth of Christ in His ministry in the flesh, and the 
destruction of Jerusalem, (which was the most terrible 
that ever was known amongst men) so I fear great deso- 
lation (without great repentance) is at hand, because of 
the same sin, viz., a resisting of the Son of God in his 
light and spirit in his servants and your own conscien- 
ces ; opposing as the Jews did, form to power, letter to 
spirit, ceremonies to substance, and scripture to Christ 
Doing despite to Him and His members with a high 
hand, though He would often have gathered you, as a 
hen gathereth her chickens under her wings. O. that 
you may be wise, and meet the Lord in the way of His 
judgments, before his fierce wrath be kindled, and an 
irrevocable sentence be sealed against you, and you 
are utterly cast off, and God remove the visitation of 
His light and truth to another people, that will receive 
it, in the love of it, more than you have done. 

W, PENN. 



THB END. 
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